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UKFT activity highlights:
The year in numbers

In 2024, we...

3,400
000

Qj) people attended an
event held by UKFT

 — |
 m—
| |

Secured a saving of £5m each Supported over 50 young
year for the UK textile industry people taking next steps in
through a six-year extension to their careers with £225,000
the Climate Change Levy worth of grants for bursaries
scheme and training

Were involved with Slielelely Cle m
ﬁ innovation projects 670
g L2 brands at international

£13.25m tradeshows, showrooms and

events

Became part of 4
Visited 6 manufacturers with government

the UKFT President, HRH roundtables on
The Princess Royal - behalf of the

industry

Expanded our Submitted
Sustainability 101 3
series with 3
guides and large industry-wide responses
6 webinars to consultations
Secured a

60%

rise in funding for the Level 2 Footwear Manufacturer
apprenticeship to £8,000

| Secured support for a

trade agreements with key develop UKFT Futures, our
markets campaign to attract new
entrants into our industry
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Overview: Our impact in 2024

In 2024 UKFT delivered a range of high-impact
initiatives designed to strengthen the UK fashion and
textile industry. Our work focused on supporting
members through real-world challenges, championing
the industry with government, expanding international
opportunities, driving innovation and sustainability,
while developing the skills needed for future growth.

UKFT at Paris Fashion Week

UKFT Impact Report 2024

VOICE AND ADVOCACY

UKFT has been actively engaging with policymakers
throughout the year and was well-positioned to work with the
new Government following the general election. Our
advocacy has focused on:

- The need forrenewed government funding to support
international trade

» The development of astrategic recycling
infrastructure for the UK

- Ongoing Brexit-related trade barriers, including tax,
duties and logistics

« Urgent action on skills investment, especially in
technical roles and manufacturing

We have worked closely with members to raise these issues
through meetings with government, select committees, trade
bodies and key stakeholders.

MEMBERSHIP

This year, membership grew for the 10" year in a row.
This growth in membership brings even greater depth to our
network and gives us an even bigger voice when we speak
on behalf of the sector. To continue to provide members with
an exceptional service, the UKFT team also grew with a
notable investment in compliance and membership support.
And to strengthen our connection to the industry, more than
50% of the UKFT team are now based outside of London.

UKFT Members Reception
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Overview: Our impact in 2024

SKILLS & TRAINING

Skills remain a core pillar of UKFT's work. Over the past year
we have:

+ Delivered industry-led training programmesin
manufacturing, business skills and sustainability

- Supported members with apprenticeship guidance and
recruitment

» Contributed to policy discussions on technical and
vocational training, with a focus on the future skills
needed for a more circular, digital and automated industry

- Partnered with innovation programmes to
ensure upskilling and workforce developmentremain
central to technology-led change

- Across all areas, our focus remains on ensuring the UK
fashion and textile industry has the talent, infrastructure
and support it needs to succeed, in the UK and overseas.

UKFT Impact Report 2024

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

Despite limited public funding, UKFT has delivered a strong
international programme to help UK companies grow
overseas:

« Supported over 670 UK brands and
manufacturers across major shows in Paris, Florence,
Milan, Chicago and Shanghai

« Championed the sector via buyer maps, online advertising
and promotional campaigns to improve international
visibility of UK brands

« Ledsourcing visits to Turkey and Morocco to explore
nearshoring and support more resilient supply chains

« Provided tailored export advice to members, with a focus
on navigating post-Brexit regulations, US marketplace
models, and logistics

Ourannual export survey revealed continued resilience, with
45% of respondents exporting and many reporting B2B
growth, despite challenges related to Brexit and changes in
wholesale.

INNOVATION & SUSTAINABILITY

Two major programmes were underway in 2024: ACT UK
(Automated Circular Textile Sorting) and CFIN (Circular
Fashion Innovation Network), both of which are delivering
practical results:

- ACT UK brought together 20 partners to explore
automated post-consumer textile sorting, resulting in:

s AUK-first blueprintfor an automated sorting plant

= Consumer trials to support pre-sorting at household
level

« A keytechnology investmentto advance UK
recycling capacity

o Independent research showing the financial pressures
facing textile recyclers

» CFIN, a collaboration with the British Fashion Council,
delivered:

« AnAl-enabled UK manufacturing pilotthat
improved turnaround and cut fabric waste

- Robotics and automation research with MMU
focused on productivity and skills

= Areshoring feasibility study involving major
retailers, identifying knitwear, jersey, print and CMT
as viable UK production areas

= The creation of a National Textile Recycling
Infrastructure Plan, aligned with ACT, to provide a
strategic roadmap for UK recycling

This progress was highlighted to the wider industry at the
2024 Sustainability Conference and the CFIN One Year
Event.
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Championing our industry: Voice

As the voice of the UK fashion and textiles industry,
UKFT continues to lead in representing the full supply
chain, from design and manufacturing to export and
retail. Our role includes championing sector priorities to
government, shaping future policy and ensuring the
industry is ready for long-term, inclusive and
sustainable growth. Here are some of the highlights
from 2024...

40th celebration of London Fashion Week at 10 Downing Street
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GOVERNMENT & POLICY

Engagement with the Ministers:

UKFT met with a wide range of Ministers including Gareth
Thomas MP, Minister for Business, to address the financial
burden caused by changes to Employer National Insurance
(Nl) and the National Living Wage (NLW). At the various
meetings, we made a strong case for simplifying post-Brexit
EU trade and advocated for investment in a national fibre-to-
fibre recycling infrastructure and a sector-specific Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme.

We also pressed for better export support, including the
reinstatement of the Trade Show Access Programme, and
highlighted the importance of in-market presence via
embassies and consulates. We also raised public
procurement's role in supporting industrial development and
supply chain resilience and highlighted the opportunity of
joining the PEM Convention to boost trade.

Industrial Strategy:

UKFT attended high-level roundtables and submitted a
detailed response to the UK's Industrial Strategy consultation.
Our response focused on:

« Using public procurement to secure domestic supply
chains

- Reforming value assessments beyond unit cost

« Capital support to reduce investment risk

- Skills development and export support

« Accelerating circular economy initiatives via EPR

Tax and fiscal policy:

We contributed to post-Budget roundtables and reiterated
concerns about the negative impact of Employer NI changes
on our sector's financial resilience. In partnership with over
200 organisations, we also signed a joint letter urging the
Chancellor to reinstate tax-free shopping for tourists, an ask
that gained widespread media coverage.

Regulatory reform:

At Department for Business and Trade-hosted roundtables,
UKFT stressed the need for alignment with EU regulations to
reduce trade friction. We voiced concern about the Product
Environmental Footprint (PEF) methodology and its potential
impact on UK wool. We also advocated for a new VAT
Refund scheme to encourage international consumer
spending in the UK.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Trade policy:

UKFT continues to advise DBT on trade negotiations with
India, Turkey, South Korea, Canada and others. We maintain
membership in the UK's Domestic Advisory Group (DAG) for
trade agreements and have raised industry concerns around
possible new US tariffs,

Creative Industries market prioritisation:
In collaboration with DBT, UKFT identified key export markets
for fashion, textiles, footwear, jewellery, and accessories:

EU (particularly Italy, France, Germany, Scandinavia)
USA

Japan and South Korea

Middle East (Dubai, Saudi Arabia)

India (especially for larger firms and textile brands)

-

We detailed the specific support required to increase market
access in each.

UKFT Impact Report 2024

SKILLS & TRAINING

Curriculum and assessment review:

UKFT submitted a comprehensive response to the
Department for Education’s curriculum and qualifications
review, advocating for greater support for post-16 pathways
into fashion and textiles.

Apprenticeships and Training:

As Chair of the DBT manufacturing skills group, we led
discussions on the shortfalls of the rebranded apprenticeship
levy and shared best practice in careers promotion. We
reviewed and updated the Level 2 Footwear Manufacturer
apprenticeship, securing a 60% increase in funding.

Alice Newton, Young Textile Technician Fund

INNOVATION & SUSTAINABILITY

Climate Change Levy Extension:

Following sustained lobbying by UKFT and sector partners,
the government has confirmed a six-year extension to the
Climate Change Levy rebate scheme, worth around £5
million annually to the industry.

DEFRA briefing on PFAS:

At the request of DEFRA and other government departments,
UKFT provided evidence on the implications of a potential
ban on PFAS chemicals, helping shape future restrictions
under UK REACH.



IN 2025 AND BEYOND

Our priorities remain clear: simplifying trade, driving
investment, building a future-ready skills pipeline and
accelerating sustainability for the UK fashion and

textile industry. We are encouraged by positive
relationships with incoming ministers and will continue
to champion our sector’s voice with energy, evidence
and impact.

For members, our advocacy ensures that your
challenges and opportunities are recognised at the
highest levels of decision-making - and that fashion
and textiles remain a national economic priority.

UKFT Impact Report 2024

TURN THE TAP BACK ON - SUPPORT UK FASHION
AND TEXTILE EXPORTS

A note from Adam Mansell, CEO of UKFT :

It remains deeply frustrating that government support for the
UK fashion and textile industry continues to fall far short of the
backing offered to our counterparts in France, ltaly, Turkey
and other key competitor nations. While the strategic and
economic value of our sector is well recognised, the tangible
support needed to unlock its full potential has not kept pace. In
fact, all signs suggest that in the short term, the support
provided by the UK government is likely to diminish even
further.

We confinue to make the case robustly for stronger support for
international trade and, in particular, for the reinstatement of
direct export grants for businesses. This is essential if the UK
is to remain globally competitive and seize emerging
opportunities. However, in parallel, we have been actively
identifying new avenues to fund and champion our sector
internationally.

| am therefore pleased to share that this year we launched a
new market development campaign, made possible through
the generous support of the Worshipful Company of
Clothworkers. This campaign will enable us to promote the UK
textile sector in key growth markets, with activily already
underway in Vietnam, India and South Korea. This kind of
strategic initiative ensures that, despite limited government
intervention, our industry can continue to showcase its
excellence and reach new buyers and partners overseas.

At the same time, while we are often critical of the
government’s lack of export support, we do work closely with
the Department for Business and Trade on shaping the UK's
Free Trade Agreements. Over the past year, we have played
an aclive role in advising on the industry's priorities in
negotiations with India, Turkey, South Korea, and Canada, as
well as on the future of the Developing Countries Trading
Scheme. We have consistently made the case for better rules
of origin, clearer product classifications, and stronger
protections for our manufacturing base.

We have also remained in ongoing dialogue with government
about the unhelpful and costly tariff situation with the United
States, and continue to push for this to be urgently
addressed. Above all, as the UK and EU prepare for the
renegotiation of the Trade Continuity Agreement next year,
we are making the strongest possible case for the
simplification of EU-UK trade to be treated as a top national
priority.

While we remain concerned about the structural imbalances
in support between the UK and our international competitors,
we continue to be proactive in building new opportunities,
shaping trade policy and ensuring the voice of our sector is
clearly heard where it matters most.
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UKFT Membership: The largest network for fashion and textiles in the UK

UKFT member: John Smedley

UKFT Impact Report 2024

Our members include some of the UK's most well-known
fashion and textile brands, heritage success stories and
emerging designer labels, alongside the manufacturers and
suppliers that turn those designs into a reality. We are proud
to work with everyone from established family businesses
through to pioneering catwalk designers, leading education
institutions and progressive production units that partner
with some of the world's biggest names.

Members produce fashion and accessories for every
segment of the retail market, as well as for airlines, banks
and the armed forces and our textile members produce
yarns and fabric used in an astonishing array of end
markets — from designer trainers to the transport system
and from industrial filters to tennis balls.

Despite ongoing challenges such as the cost-of-living crisis
and geopolitical uncertainty, membership grew for the tenth
consecutive year, strengthening our network and sector
influence. To better support members, we expanded our
team (now over half are based outside London) and
increased our focus on compliance guidance,

In 2024, we enhanced practical support to help members
navigate complex global regulations on product safety,
labelling, sustainability, chemical use, and human
rights. New resources were launched on energy
efficiency, exporting, trading regulations, and emerging
legislation including EPR packaging, the EU
deforestation regulation and the Plastic Packaging Tax.

We hosted nearly 3,500 attendees at webinars and
events covering responsible supply chains, circular
design, advanced textile technology, and international
market opportunities.

We are privileged to have Her Royal Highness The Princess
Royal as our President. Her visits to UKFT members
throughout 2024 underline the vital role our sector plays in
the UK economy and reinforce our commitment to
supporting manufacturing and innovation.

lit is important to remember that UKFT exists for the
industry. To achieve the best outcomes for the sector, we
rely on responses to our surveys, open dialogue and the
sharing of successes so we can celebrate and amplify
positive stories from across the industry. Equally important
is the sharing of challenges and concerns: we will listen,
offer support or connections where possible and continue to
advocate on the sector's behalf.

Here are some of the highlights on the targeted and wide-
ranging support we offered to a broad range of businesses
in 2024...



UKFT Membership: The largest network for fashion and textiles in the UK

— RESOURCES AND GUIDANCE

We launched practical guidance on everything from energy
efficiency to exporting to Canada and trading with South
Korea, the EU Import One Stop Shop (10SS)and digital
tools to support productivity and creativity.

We shared insights with members on EPR Packaging, the
Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation, new
employment rights, the EU deforestation regulation, the
Plastic Packaging Tax and much more.

We shared advice oninternational tradeshows, market entry
strategies and showrooms,

We hosted webinars on topics such as:

- Responsible supply chains

Environmental due diligence

Use of forest-based products

Updates on REACH legislation, CMA greenwashing
guidance, and EU sustainability laws

Textile sales in East Asia

The new Craft & Design T Level

UKFT Impact Report 2024

— SECTOR-SPECIFIC SUPPORT

» We provided a wide range of tailored support to members
on export documentation, labelling, sustainability
and market-specific legislation

- We offered strategic export advice to brands, designers
and textile businesses

—> FUNDING AND RECOGNITION OPPORTUNITIES

We promoted access to funding and profile raising
opportunities including:

Future Fashion Factory's £1m funding call
Golden Shears Awards

King's Award for Enterprise

London ReWear Grants

— INDUSTRY VISITS AND REPRESENTATION

+« The UKFT team visited members in factories, offices and

studios across the UK to better understand business
needs and highlight best practice within the sector.
The UKFT team met with members at key trade shows in
the UK and overseas, including Pure

London, SCOOP!, Preco Paris and Texhibition Istanbul,
as well as Pitit Uomo, Paris Fashion Week, Chicago
Collective, Premiére Vision and more.

We attended a wide range of events, conferences,
fashion shows and more.

The UK President, HRH The Princess Royal visited
members Apparel Taskerin east London, SIL Group's
Ladywell Mills, Marton Mills and Laxtons in West
Yorkshire, ACS Clothing in Scotland and GH Hurt in
Mottingham,



UKFT Membership: The largest network for fashion and textiles in the UK

— COMPLIANCE — WORKING WITH PARTNERS

Our compliance services continue to be a valued part of Our trusted partners and associate members offer essential,
UKFT membership, helping businesses to comply with UK specialist support, from logistics to legal, sustainability,

and international regulations. We provide guidance on testing, funding and trends. These include:

labelling, safety standards, sustainability, trade rules and

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). Members receive - International Trade & Global Logistics (ATA Carnet and
updates on current and proposed legislation, access to export documentation and support on discounted freight,
guides, resources and webinars, and tailored support. We warehousing, express delivery and VAT-compliant EU
work closely with industry bodies and regulators to ensure fulfilment).

your business is not only compliant but also prepared for « Compliance, Testing & Certification (including product
future changes. Our support spans apparel, footwear, testing, quality assurance and OEKOTEX certification,
homeware, PPE, accessories and more, with dedicated help EFPR assessments, and ongoing support with compliance,
on product testing, translations, trade tariffs and regulation data reporting and waste recycling requirements)
implementation. » Legal and IP support

Insurance (from product liability to cyber risk and more)
Energy efficiency and carbon emissions

Securing R&D tax credits, grants, Patent Box relief and
capital allowances

= TREND AND COLOUR FORECASTING:

PECLERS PARIS

Through our partnership with Peclers Paris, members
accessed seasonal colour trend insights via a Colour Book,
an online portal, webinars and an exclusive showcase
eventheld in June

14 UKFT Impact Report 2024



UKFT Membership: The largest network for fashion and textiles in the UK

— MEMBER EVENTS AND NETWORKING

In addition to a wide range of online events, webinars and
briefings, we hosted key events including:

Textile Forum — March and October 2024, London

Our fabric sourcing show drew a broad range of businesses,

offering access to short runs, low MOQs, garment
manufacturing and materials sourcing.

Weaving Conference — May 2024, Huddersfield
Explored innovation in robotics, Al and cloud technology for
textile manufacturing. Key discussions included:

- Robotics and defect detection using Al

- 3D weaving applications

- Vision-based systems for quality assurance

Member Reception — June 2024, London

Our annual networking evening brought together members
from across the supply chain. It was attended by industry
professionals to network, share experiences and build
connections over drinks and canapeés.

UKFT Impact Report 2024

Sustainability Conference — September 2024, London
Over 240 delegates attended our flagship event focused on
tackling textile waste and EPR. Highlights included:

« Industry-led roadmap for a UK EPR scheme

- Insights from the ACT UK automated textile sorting
project

- Data challenges in EPR and textile waste collection

« Perspectives fromM&S, Oxfam, Tesco, and others on
collection trials

« Solutions beyond waste management, including rental,
design innovation and repair
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UKFT's Textile Forum, March 2024

UKF T's Sustainability Conference, September 2024
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Skills and training: Supporting industry through action

Young Textile Technician Fund: Harley of Scotland

UKFT Impact Report 2024

As the government-appointed Sector Skills Body (SSB) for
fashion and textiles, UKFT works to close critical skills gaps
and support the long-term success of the UK industry through
targeted, industry-led solutions. Qur role is to strengthen the
skills base, promote new routes into employment and
education, and support talent development across the
fashion and textile sector.

We bring together education providers, employers, and
training bodies to align skills development with the sector's
evolving needs. From shaping new academic programmes
(such as the BSc in Textile Innovation and Sustainability with
the University of Leeds and the new MA in Fashion
Manufacturing launching with the University of Westminster
this September) to updating National Occupational Standards
with a sustainability focus, our work is built on collaboration
and impact.

We also champion careers in the sector through a year-round
programme of national events. In the past year alone, we
have showcased opportunities at career fairs in locations
such as Exeter, Edinburgh, Huddersfield, and London,
reaching thousands of young people. Our growing
recruitment support for members includes direct job
promotion at regional job fairs, with over 125 vacancies
promoted for 74 members in the last quarter of 2024,

Supporting talent is at the heart of what we do. Through
more than £225,000 in annual bursaries and training
funds, we remove barriers to entry and progression, with
a strong emphasis on technical excellence. Our Young
Textile Technician Fund has now supported 75 young
people with almost £100,000 of grants for specialist
training, and our Production Sewing Machinist
programme continues to provide flexible, practical
training, including within HM Prison Service. We have
also expanded our learning offer with the development of
a new CPD course on Sustainable Practices in the Textile
and Fashion Industry in partnership with the University of

Huddersfield.
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A past recipients of the Drapers x UKFT Internship Bursary
Programme, makes debut on London's Savile Row
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DEVELOPING ROUTES INTO INDUSTRY

Vocational and academic pathways:

We are committed to expanding relevant and accessible
training options for new entrants and upskilling current
workers. Key developments include:

- Production Sewing Machinist (PSM) Programme: Our
flexible online/offline PSM training has supported over
125 learners and 20 tutors to date. The course has also
been adopted by prison instructors to expand access in
secure settings. New content will cover use of cover
stitch machines and updated apprenticeship standards.

- HM Prison Service Partnership: Instructor training and
offline delivery of PSM are now embedded in seven
prisons, with more training sessions in 2025.

- ‘Licence to Sew' Project: Delivered by The Sewing
Rooms with Shared Prosperity Fund support, this
initiative has already helped several learners into
employment.

- University of Leeds BSc in Textile Innovation &
Sustainability: This new course launched in 2024 with
10 scholarship-supported students. UKFT will provide
ongoing student support, including placements and guest
lectures.

- MA in Fashion Manufacturing: Developed with the
University of Westminster to address an identified gap in
manufacturing education.

UKFT Impact Report 2024

APPRENTICESHIPS, T LEVELS AND
QUALIFICATIONS

We work with industry and regulators to ensure that training
standards reflect business needs:

- Apprenticeship Standards (England)

» Footwear Manufacturer (L2): Reviewed and
updated within five months, with a 60% funding
uplift secured.

« Craft and Design T Level (England)

« UKFT held the first in a new Education Partner
Online Briefing series to prepare FE providers for
the new T Level rollout in September 2024.

. Vocational Qualifications and Devolved Nations

s SEG Awards L1 in Fashion and Textiles now
includes new leatherwork units.

« A Scottish version is in development, with SQA
engagement underway.

» In Scotland, UKFT worked with Skills Development
Scotland to ensure future apprenticeship
frameworks meet sector needs.

BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN INDUSTRY AND
EDUCATION

Bursary and Talent Development Programmes:
Our funding schemes support over 50 people each year,
helping to remove barriers and build practical experience:

« MADE IT: Group masterclasses provide practical
insight into sourcing and production, as well as funding
internships with Lyle & Scott, Sirplus and others.

« New Talent Bursary: Previously the Drapers Internship
Programme, now supported by Drapers and the
Weavers Company. 15 internships are being delivered
across brands like Barbour and New Balance.

« Young Textile Technician Fund: Over 60 young
people have received specialised training since 2019,

« Recent beneficiaries are John Spencer, Pennine
Weavers, Bowmer Bond Narrow Fabrics, Knockando
Wool Mill, Knitster London and DP Dyers.
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CAREER PROMOTION AND EMPLOYER
ENGAGEMENT

UKFT Futures plus careers and recruitment campaigns:
Our nationwide outreach showcases diverse roles, from
leathercraft and pattern cutting to textile engineering:

« Job Fairs: Events in Exeter, Huddersfield, Derby,
Edinburgh, Bristol and Leicester have connected local
employers with new talent.

» School-Leaver Careers Events: High-impact shows at
Saracens Stadium and The Oval reached hundreds of
students with live demos, talks and industry exhibits.

- Graduate Outcomes Working Group: Bringing together
HE partners to improve insight into graduate destinations
and inform future provision.

UKFT Impact Report 2024

NATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACCREDITATION

« Sustainability NOS: We are developing new National
Occupational Standards covering reduce, reuse, repair,
and recycle in fashion and textile manufacturing.

« UKFT Approved Scheme: Now includes 13 accredited
qualifications and four non-accredited courses, with the
Bespoke Tailoring of the Kilt course newly approved.

REPRESENTATION AND POLICY

UKFT continues to ensure the voice of the sector is heard in
national and regional policy. During the year we represented
members at key forums including:

« Creative Industries Advisory Group

« Euratex Skills Committee

» West Midlands Combined Authority Employment
Workshop

- SEG Awards Strategy Meeting

« SMS Skills Committee

Fashion Design student gains industry experience through
_ UKFT's MADE IT programme

“ry




\/

Chapter 5

International business:
Championing UK
fashion and textiles on
the global stage

UKFT Impact Report 2024

| =

5

[ : 'I

e —




International business: Championing UK fashion and textiles on the global stage

UKFT's international business activity continues to
support UK fashion and textile companies to grow
their presence in global markets. Despite imited
government funding for export promotion, UKFT is
actively seeking alternative support models and
engaging with the new Government to secure
improved opportunities for exporters. With a strong
reputation for quality, creativity and innovation, the UK
industry remains a valued player in global markets -
and UKFT's work is helping ensure that continues.

STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL TRADE

UKFT has continued to run targeted trade campaigns and
deliver practical support to help UK businesses navigate
shifting global trading conditions. This includes guidance on
customs procedures, international regulations and changing
market dynamics.

UKFT is continuing to highlight the critical needs of UK

exporters to the Government, including long-overdue
investment in international trade support.

21 UKFT Impact Report 2024

KEY TRADESHOW ACTIVITY

In 2024, UKFT supported UK brands and manufacturers at
key international tradeshows and events, including:

Florence & Paris Men’'s Fashion Week: There was a
positive start at Pitti Uomo in Florence where Paul
Smith was guest of honour. The following showrooms
and tradeshows in Paris were upbeat, with some
companies reporting record sales.

» Chicago Collective: In August, UKFT accompanied 43

menswear and textile companies to this major US
show. Despite political and economic uncertainty in the
US, companies reported strong interest from buyers.
Intertextile Shanghai: UKFT showcased swatches and
bunches from UK mills at the world's largest textile
show. UK and Italian exhibitors were well represented
despite the dominance of Chinese suppliers.

- Paris Fashion Week (June and September): UKFT

supported a wide range of British brands across
womenswear, pre-collections, swim and lingerie, with a
dedicated map to help buyers and press locate UK
exhibitors.

Milano Unica & Premiére Vision: Both textile shows
were well attended, and UKFT co-hosted a VIP
reception at the HM Consul General's residence in
Milan.

Childrenswear and swimwear shows saw quieter footfall
this season, reflecting consumer budget pressures and
poor weather across key markets.

SOURCING INITIATIVES

To support nearshoring strategies, UKFT is increasing
sourcing-focused activity:

. Turkey & Morocco: In September, UKFT visited
Texhibition in Istanbul to assess sourcing opportunities
and led a sourcing mission to the MIM show in Morocco
in November.

UKFT at Premiére Vision, 2024
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EXPORT SUPPORT AND CHALLENGES

UKFT continues to respond to a wide range of export-related De minimis risk: The US De Minimis rule — which allows
enquiries, particularly around EU trading post-Brexit. Areas of goods valued under $800/day to enter duty-free - is under
concern include unexpected duties, customs declarations and review. UKFT has warned for some time that the exemption
issues with fast parcel services. may be reduced or withdrawn, which would significantly

affect UK brands using this route for B2B shipping.
UKFT met with members in October for 1:1 support and
market insights alongside its EU logistics partner and
delivered a webinar on credit insurance November with an

. INSIGHTS FROM THE 2024 EXPORT
associate partner.

SURVEY

Key export trends and challenges include: _ _
The 2024 UKFT export survey provides a snapshot of

- Wholesale disruption: Some US department stores are current trading conditions:

cancelling wholesale orders in favour of shifting UK brands
onto marketplace platforms, with unfavourable terms. This
trend is particularly challenging for smaller brands without

a US presence.

- Undermining wholesale channels: Significant discounting
on D2C platforms is causing tension with overseas
wholesale partners. UKFT has been advising members on
safer discounting practices that avoid damaging long-term
relationships.

- Brexit-related issues: Unexpected tax and duties persist,
especially where companies are not fully registered in the
EU. Less than 30% of survey respondents have an EU tax
entity, despite 60% claiming to “ship from the EU."

- 45% of companies export; of these, 85% use
wholesale as part of their mix

- 65% reported an increase in B2B sales in 2023

- 95% have experienced negative impacts from

Brexit; 19% reported new opportunities in non-EU
markets

- 60% of companies expect positive export
performance in the coming year

The outlook is mixed, but many companies remain
resilient, resourceful and optimistic, particularly where
they've built strong operational capabilities and
strategic export relationships.
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Innovation & Sustainability: Driving positive change

UKFT continues to lead major industry collaborations,
research projects and infrastructure development to
accelerate sustainability and innovation in UK fashion and
textiles. We work across government, academia and
business to deliver practical outcomes and prepare members
for future challenges and opportunities.

Some of our most significant initiatives, ACT UK and the
Circular Fashion Innovation Network (CFIN), have now
concluded, both achieving meaningful progress and
delivering valuable outcomes for the sector.

ACT UK brought together a 20-strong consortium to explore
how the sorting and preprocessing of post-consumer textile
waste could be automated at scale. The project delivered
substantial advances: engaging consumers in pre-sorting
behaviour, developing a detailed blueprint for the UK's first
automated textile sorting facility, and securing key technology
to support this infrastructure. Importantly, the consortium also
delivered critical new research on the economics of textile
recycling, highlighting the financial pressures currently facing
the recycling sector and the urgent need for long-term
investment and policy support.

CFIN, our joint programme with the British Fashion Council
and backed by Innovate UK, has also delivered a series of
standout projects across its sustainable manufacturing and
recycling pillars. These include:

UKFT Impact Report 2024

In 2024, UKFT supported UK brands and manufacturers at
key international tradeshows and events, including:

- An Al manufacturing pilot between ASOS, a tech start-
up and a UK supplier that improved turnaround times,
reduced delays and minimised material waste.

- Research with Manchester Metropolitan University into
automation and robotics, identifying opportunities to
improve efficiency while supporting workforce
development.

« A reshoring feasibility study, developed in collaboration
with eight retailers representing a combined turnover of
£26 billion, which outlined growth potential in UK
knitwear, jersey, printing and CMT manufacturing.

Importantly, our work through CFIN has also directly
supported the development of the National Textile
Recycling Infrastructure Plan, which now provides a
strategic framework for building the systems and capacity
needed to process the UK's 1.3 million tonnes of post-
consumer textiles annually. This forms a key legacy of both
ACT and CFIN.

The report that follows provides an update on our work
across innovation and sustainability, including the latest
from ACT UK, CFIN, and the Network+ programme. It
highlights practical progress and outlines where we're
heading next — continuing to ensure that our members are
equipped for the challenges and opportunities of a more
circular, future-fit fashion and textile system.

:,:r'-fhe Al in Fashion conference at i
8 UKFT member Fashion Enter




Innovation & Sustainability: Driving positive change

RESEARCH & INNOVATION: BUILDING INDUSTRY

CAPABILITY

= NETWORK+ PROGRAMME - SUSTAINABILITY 101 SERIES = CIRCULAR FASHION INNOVATION NETWORK (CFIN)
As a core partner in the £7 million UKRI-funded NetworkPlus Qur practical guidance series continues to support members UKFT co-chairs the Circular Fashion Innovation Network
initiative, UKFT plays a leading role in shaping the future of through the complexities of sustainability legislation and (CFIN) with the British Fashion Council. Supported by
sustainable textiles through research and investment. We implementation. The first four guides are now available Innovate UK, CFIN addresses key barriers to sustainability
chair one and are a member of another of the three Advisory focused around: across manufacturing and textile recycling.

Boards, are on two investment panels, and the overarching
Programme Coordination Team.

Standards and Certification ’ ﬁ
Green Claims '
Human rights and environmental due diligence in supply
chains

Chemical compliance

We are directly involved in several research projects:

- With University of Leeds: Mapping material flows in the
non-clothing textile economy.

« With Manchester Metropolitan University: Researching Alongside an accompanying suite of webinars.
data standards, legislation and digital product passports
(DPPs).

- With University of Leeds and ReLondon: Assessing
sorting and grading criteria for post-consumer textiles to : mm

better support reuse and recycling infrastructure.

EU Sustainability Legislations:

UKFT also actively represents the industry at global events, What bimpuct iﬁmd t have on
including the BIR and ECOSYSTEX conferences, and now I
sits on the Advisory Board for the ReLondon-led London e oot Ak it Ttk Gl

Textiles Action Plan.
30 Aug 2024

1PM -3PM

Exploring automation and robotics for UK fashion and textile
manufacturing
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—+ SUSTAINABLE MANUFACTURING — TEXTILE RECYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

UKFT leads on initiatives to reduce environmental impact CFIN is also developing strategic foundations for a UK-wide
from UK manufacturing and support net zero goals. Key textile recycling infrastructure. Our aims are to reduce post-
activities include: consumer and post-industrial textile waste, assess current
capacity, and identify opportunities to support circular policy
- Reshoring for Real Pilots: targets.
» Al-driven apparel manufacturing with Manny Al and
ASOS in Leicester. Highlights include:
= Denim finishing nearshore pilot with LaundRe and
River Island. « UK-wide stakeholder engagement with textile recyclers
- Compliance & workforce: and local authorities.
s Two industry workshops to define minimum - A workshop with UK manufacturers on managing post-
environmental and social compliance requirements. industrial textile waste.
« UK Manufacturing Code of Conduct « An SME competition for an Extended Producer
- Automation & robotics: Responsibility (EPR) pilot, following the earlier Sandbox
o A national survey and industry workshops with initiative.
Robotics Living Lab explored robotic processes for + Development of an Open Data Standard for future EPR
UK studios and SME manufacturers. data reporting systems.

o A white paper on automation and robotics.
- Decarbonising Manufacturing:
« Report published on innovation in low-impact dyeing
in collaboration with the Manufacturing Technology
Centre.

UKFT member: LaundRe
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= ACT UK: AUTOMATED SORTING FOR CIRCULARITY
IN TEXTILES

UKFT is leading ACT UK, a £4 million national project to
develop and pilot an automated sorting and pre-processing
plant (ATSP) for post-consumer textiles. This is a vital step
toward scaling textile recycling in the UK.

Infrastructure development:

- Site selection analysis was completed by JLL, identifying
11 potential sites across the UK including East Midlands,
West Yorkshire and Renfrewshire.

- Engineering design, cost models, socio-economic impact
and regulatory assessments have been finalised to
support the ATSP business case.

Collection and Recycling Trials:

. Trials launched with Reskinned (postal returns), Crisis
(in-store collection), and Kirklees Council (local drop-off).

- Consumer behaviour research underway with SATColL
and Dunelm.

» Advanced trials on gripper technology and fibre
identification to support sorting and processing efficiency
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Process and Market Analysis:

« A life cycle assessment (LCA) of the full UK textiles
system has been conducted.

« Market analysis completed on volumes and characteristics

of non-rewearable textiles.
« Supply chain trials are producing 100% post-consumer
textile wool yarn ready for use in manufacturing.

Stakeholder Engagement:

» Two national roundtables, led by WRAP and Reskinned,
explored the socio-economic case and post-consumer
collection logistics to shape the future of circular systems
in the UK.

FASHION &
TEXTILES

NEXT STEPS

While our two flagship programmes (CFIN and ACT)
have now concluded, our commitment to supporting
innovation and sustainability in the sector continues. We
remain actively involved in a broad portfolio of research
and industry initiatives, and we will be hosting our

fourth Sustainability Conferenceon 26 September to
further engage members and stakeholders in this critical
area.

One of the most tangible outcomes from our ACT and
CFIN work has been the launch of a new Reuse and
Recycling Membership category earlier this year. This
membership is designed specifically for textile collectors,

sorters, graders, mechanical recyclers, upcyclers and
circular innovators. It reflects our commitment to
supporting circularity, sustainable growth and innovation
within the UK industry, and it positions UKFT as the
UK's first dedicated circular fashion and textile
association.
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

STRATEGIC REFORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024
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STRATEGIC REFORT (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024
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DIRECTORS" REPORT
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT (CONTINUED)
TO THE MEMBERS OF UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

INDEFEMDENT AUDITOR'S REFORT (CONTINUED)
TO THE MEMEERS OF UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

Extent towhich the sudt was considered capable of detecting imegularities, including fraud
1 o - r B Jih

Michalle Wilkes FCA
Senior Statutory A uditor
For and on behalf of Axets Audit Services

Chartered Accountants
Statutary Auditer
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

024

E
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The incomes &nd e pendidune sotownt has been prépsned on the basis thal all operabons are coONNLING oDEratians

Tha mobes on pages 12 1o 21 form pant of these Bnancial statemants
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2024
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024
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UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Accounting policles Accounting palicies [Continued)
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024
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MOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Judgements and key sowerces of estimation uncertainty

in- thy applicaton of the company’s accounting policies, the direciors anp required (0 make judgemants
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Valuation of Propéarty
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E E
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38 UKFT Impact Report 2024

Aupditor's remisneration

Fasirh payrabie b th company’s. auditor and associalos

For audit sarvices

Ay of the fnpncial statemenis of the company

Employees

The arage monthly niembar of persons [Aokideng direcion) amployed By 1P cOMmpany dunfg he ke wis

224 223
Humbar Humbar

Admenisiratee 18 18

Thei agghégatle femuneration compnsed

£ £
Wages and salhines 1.033.018 854 211
Sacial secunity cosks 119 558 102 08

Ponsadn oosks 18,527 B7 384

1288, A0 T 4

Diteclon” remune ration

£

Remuneraton for gualifying services 158,501
Company parman SOnrbubans 1o delined contfibuhon sehames a2 880

02 451
Thé mumber of dicectors for whom metirement benefits are accuing under defined contribubon schemds
mmurdad o1 (2023 - 1)
Taxation

Cwrrent tax
LIK, corparaon fax on prodes for the current panod




Annual accounts

UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED) NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024 FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Taxation [Cantinued) Tangibbe foed assels
Land and
Thie actual charge for the year can be reconcied 1o the sxpecied chargeficrodd) Sor the year based on the builtings
o § or ioss and vy siandard ade of ax as lolows et
£ £ E
2024 023 Cost o valuaton
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Profitifioss) belane xahon 50,268 {255,773)
Al 31 December 2024 \B& 432 2 3E8 422
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Tax effect of expenses thal ane not deduchide in determining laxable profl Depreciation changed in 1he year
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Carrying amount
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Intangibie fixed assets

Tl vahaaticn of e leasahold Bnd and Duddngs, with 8 Camying amaunt of L2200, 000 (2022 - L1204, #63)
Coslt s, sbgr BiTeald 81 00 Bhe besis of & valuation &% ot | Augest 023 by Massrs Flude Commersial, Chamtened
Al 1 Januasy 2024 and 3 Decamber 2074 Surwayars, who ané nat confochsd wilh the company  The valuabon wais made on an opon maros! value by
refarence o marked ewdence of ransachon poces lor semdas propares  The diedion are salshed thal thade
haits. besin na maborial moeemen in the far vaioe to 31 Decembar 20024
Amortisation and impairment ‘
Al 1 Janusry 2004

The feealudhicn sompivs B dackoted i note 15
Amcrisalion chasped for the year

The follcweng assets ame carred a1 valuabon. IF ihe s5sels wede measaned using the cosl madel, the carrying

" “"r
Al 31 Decambar 2024 mmounis would be s follows

Carrying amount Leaszhold Property
AL 31 Dacamber 2024 2024 2023

E E
At 31 Docember 2023

Cod 2.£85 Tad 2 485 a4
At midatsd depreciaton (875, 330} {813, 196)

Carrying value 1,810,034 1,872,188

Investmient property

E
Fair value

ALY Jamuary 2024 and 31 Decembaer 2024 3,300 000
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Annual accounts

UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Imwestment praperty

[Cantinued)

Investment property comprses thnee salf-contaned oo of ofices.  The fair value of the investment proparty
hxs Daan perrvad o on The basis of o valgaton carmed out 85 1 1 Auges M3 by Mesers Flude Commigrcial
Chartersd Survyors, who &ne nol connecled wilh [he company  The vakialion was made on &0 open markst
valug basis by releronos o marke! ewdonce of ransaction pnoes for simiar propenes  The dinectors arp

eabsliad that there has been g materia! movamant o e o value 1o 31 Deppmber 004
Subsidiaries

Dwtails of 1he company's sabaicdkanes ot 31 December 2024 are as folows

LI Fashasn and Texdie Scottand Limited [Company no. SC615858)

W, G R Ragriened ofice Maharw of bamirsss Claws ol

shares held

UK Fashios and Teddls Unifed Mrgaom Belér=rytap Ll by
Bipiland Limided s PR T A P e

The subsshary company was donmant n e years endng 31 December 2024 and 2023
capénl and regervgs and the resull for the pear of the srbsicanes robed abowve was as fnloas

e o i Ll g Capimad gl
Reiaivik

L4

U Fashion and Testie Scollend Limfed
Dieblors

Amounts falling due within one yearn:
Serace CRArpEEs dus

Corparmtasn LA (et tie
Ot delcns

Creditors: amounts falling due wilhin one year

£

Trade crediors 24 wag
Corparalssn tx £.0E3
Difher taxation and socd] secunty 64 105535
Othar creditons T

BT 334
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The agiregate

ProfiiLess)

L4

UK FASHION AND TEXTILE ASSOCIATION LTD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS [CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Manshera” Rability

The company = bmilied by guaranise, nod haeng 8 share capdal and corsequently the Ratality of memben s
lirrobpd s b ¥ an urdertakng by sach mamber 1o contnibube o the néel aadeis of it afl thae compary
o winching ap such AMoUnS &5 maYy e reguired not excesdeng £

Revaluation reserve

Tha reecaluabion reservs represenls all surplises upon Be revalgaton of the property  The revalisatson sesanae
&8 88 31 Decamber 2024 was £546, 507% (20273 - £548 603)

Crperating lease commitments
Lessor
Af fh reporting ond date the comipany had contracted with benants for the faliovang minimum lease payments
2004 2023
E E

268,784 475,682

Parent company

In the opinion of the depcions, tha members of the company, by actng in concer, Whmalely conbrod the
bxmdany
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